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AMENDAfENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 
Claim 1 (Cancelled). 

Claim 2 (Previomly presented): Device as claimed in claiiu 9, wherein at least two 
notches are located next to one another. 

Claim 3 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 9, wherein notches are 
Staggered on opposite sides. 

Claim 4 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in 9, wherein at least one of the 
surfaces forming the inner surface of the channel is bydrophilized. 

Claim 5 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 4, wherein the exposed 
surface opposite to the notch is hydrophilized. 

Claim 6 (Cancelled). 

Claim 7 (Previously presented): Device a$ claimed in claim 12, wherein a layer of 
oxidized aluminium is used for the hydrophihzation. 

Claim 8 (Cancelled). 

Claim 9 (Currently amended): A device for witbdravdng samples of liquid samples 

for analytical elements, wherein the device comprises: 
a carrier. 

a detection element having opposite first and second ends, the firgt end being 
p e s ition e d - fldjao e nt to tho carri e r, and 

a cover having a surface that oooperates and first and second oppos i te edges, the 
second edge facing the detection element, the cover cooperating with a surfece of the 
carrier and with the detection element to form a capillary-active channel the channel 
having a sample application opening defmed by at least one edge, the channel extending 
at least from the opening to the second end of the detection element, and 

wherein at least one notch in the form of a partial groove and having a widtli less 
than that of the chaimel is positioned at the at least one edge of the sample application 
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opening of the channel so that one side of the edge of the sample application opeaing is at 
least partially interrupted by the at least one notch and the surface facing the channel 
opposite to the at least one notch is exposed. 

Claim 10 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 9, further comprising a 
second cover and an intermediate layer positioned between the second cover and the 

carrier. 

Claim 1 1 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 4, wherein the 
hydrophilization is achieved by a hydrophilic material. 

Claim 1 2 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 4, wherein the 
hydrophilization is achieved by a hydrophilic layer. 

Claim 13 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 5, wherein the 
hydrophilization is achieved by a hydrophilic material- 

Claim 14 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 5, wherein the 
hydrophilization is achieved by a hydrophilic layer. 

Claim 1 5 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 14, wherein a layer of 
oxidized aluminium is used for the hydrophilization. 

Claim 16 (Currently amended): A method for withdrawing a liquid sample into an 
analytical element, the method comprising the steps of providing a device that comprises 
a carrier, a detection element having opposite first and second ends, the first ond b e ing 
po sitioned adjac e nt to - 1ihc oorri e r, and a cover having a surface and opposite first and 
second edges, the second edge facing thedetection element, the cover cooperatinfi to 
cooporates with a surface of the carrier and the detection element to form a capillary- 
active channel having a sample application opening defined by at least one edge, the 
channel extending at least from the opening to the second end of the detection element, 
and wherein at least one notch in the form of a partial groove and h aving a width less 
than that of the channel is positioned at the at least one edge of the sample application 
opening of the channel so that one side of the edge of the sample application opening is at 
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least partially interrupted by the at least one notch and the surface opposite to the at least 
one Dotch facing the channel is exposed and contacting the edge of the sample application 
opening adjacent to the notch with the liquid sample so that the liquid sample is 
transported by capillary forces into the channel. 

Claim 17 (Currently amended): A device for withdrawing samples of liquid samples 
for analytical elements, wherein the device comprises: 
a carrier, 

a detection element having a reaeent-imor egnated membrane with opposite first 
and second ends, (ha first end being pooitionod adjacont to the carrier, and 

a cover having a surface and opposite first and sec ond edges, the second edge 
facing the first end of the detizction eleme n t, and the cover cooperatioR that oogpGrtttoa 
with a surface of the carrier and the detection element to form a capillary-active channel, 
the channel having a sample application openmg defined by at least one edge and 
extending at least from the opening to the second end of the detection clem e nt jmembrane , 

and » 

wherein at least one notch in the form of a partial groove is positioned at the at 
least one edge of the sample application opening of the channel so that one side of the 
edge of the sample application opening is at least partially interrupted by the at l east one 
notch and the surface facing the channel opposite to the at least one notch is exposed. 

Claim 18 (Previously presented): Device as claimed h\ claim 17, fiirther comprising a 
second cover and an intermediate layer positioned between the second cover and the 
carrier. 

Claim 19 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 17 wherein at least two 
notches are located next to one another. 

Claim 20 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 1 7 wherein notches are 
staggered on opposite sides. 
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Claim 21 (Previously presented): as claimed in 1 7 wberein at least one of the surfaces 
formii^ the inner surface of the chanxiel is hydrophilized. 

Claim 22 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 21 wherein the exposed 
surface opposite to the notch is hydrophilized. 

Claim 23 (Previously presented): Device a$ claimed in claim 21 wherein a layer of 
oxidized alumimum is used for the hydrophilization. 

Claim 24 (Previously presented): Device a$ claimed in claim 21 wherein the 
hydcophilization is achieved by a hydrophilic layer. 

Claim 25 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 21 wherein the 
hydrophilization is achieved by a hydrophilic material. 

Claim 26 (Previously presented): A device for withdrawing samples &f liquid samples 
for analytical elements, wherein the device comprises: 
a carrier^ and 

a cover having a surface that cooperates with a surface of the carrier to form a 
capillary-active channel, the channel having a sample application opening defined by at 
least one edge and wherein at least one notch In the form of a partial groove and having a 
width less than the channel's width is positioned at the at least one edge of the sample 
application opening of the channel so that one side of the edge of the sample application 
opening is at least partially interrupted by the at least one notch and the surface facing the 
channel opposite to the at least one notch is exposed. 

Claim 27 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 26, further comprising a 
second cover and an intermediate layer positioned between the second cover and the 
carrier. 

Claim 28 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 26 wherein at least two 
notches are located next to one another. 
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Claim 29 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 26 wherein notches are 
staggered oo opposite sides. 

Claim 30 (Previously presented); as claimed in 26 wherein at least one of the surfaces 
forming the mnei surface of the channel is hydrophy ized. 

Claim 3 1 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 30 wherein the exposed 
surface opposite to the notch is hydrophili^ed. 

Claim 32 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 30 wherein a layer of 
oxidized aluminium is used for the hydrophilixation. 

Claim 33 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 30 wherem the 
hydrophilization is achieved by a hydrophilic layer. 

Claim 34 (Previously presented): Device as claimed in claim 30 wherein the 
hydrophilization is achieved by a hydrophilic material. 
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